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S T . M ATTHEW C ATHOLIC S CH OOL
Dear St. Matthew Catholic School Families:
ST. MATTHEW
CATHOLIC
SCHOOL:

Inspiring Minds,
Nurturing Souls

LOST & FOUND:
We have many items in
our lost and found collection in front of the
office. If your child
has misplaced something recently, please
check there first. All
unidentified items left
after Christmas will be
donated to charity.

NO SCHOOL:
December 24 January 4 is
Christmas
Vacation

Dear SMCS Families,
The first week of Advent is nearing the end. I hope as a family you are
taking time to reflect on this beautiful season and all the reasons to celebrate.
This season reminds me of the growth mindset we are learning about in school. It
is a time to look at our abilities, our effort, our grit and see how we can set goals
to be the person we have been called to be.
There are many events to celebrate during Advent and with each, is a time
to remember our purpose of growing in our relationship with Jesus. This week we
celebrated the Liturgical New Year. The Church year began with the first Sunday
of Advent. Just as we make resolutions with our calendar New Year it is a great
time to make resolutions for our faith life in the New Liturgical Year. Tomorrow
we celebrate the Immaculate Conception. Mary was conceived without sin so that
we may have a relationship with her Son. Next week we will celebrate the feast
day of Our Lady of Guadalupe and the feast day of Saint Lucy. We are able to celebrate each of these because the people involved used their faith, courage and
abilities to share the Good News!
As part of our Advent preparation we have
begun Faith Communities. Each community is made
up of 12-14 students of all grades and led by a teacher.
The idea behind this is to help each other grow in
their faith and to do this by having a close relationship
with your small community. Our hope is that we will
continue the faith communities. (Bible Buddies are
within each community.)
I hope you picked up an Advent book in front
of Church and spend some time as a family rejoicing
that we have a relationship with Jesus and that we can
deepen this and share it with those dear to us.
Advent Blessings,
Theresa Lein, Principal
MATCHING GIFTS:
Does your employer provide matching gifts? Local companies that do include Security Benefit, Hill's Pet Nutrition, and US Bank. Occasionally SMCS receives a
financial contribution through a matching gift, and it's so nice to have some unexpected funds once in a while for incidental expenses! As you begin preparations
for your 2018 taxes, please keep a gift to SMCS in mind, especially if your company will match it. See your company's human resources department for information.

2nd grade Sacrament
preparation dates:
First Reconciliation
and Retreat:
February 10
Retreat 9:30am
Service/Confessions
10:30-11:45am
Lunch is at 12:00pm
First Eucharist Parent Meetings:
Sunday, January 14 at
9:15am OR Wednesday, January 17 at
6:45pm
“Jesus Day”
Tentatively scheduled
for April 20
First Eucharist Retreat and Practice:
April 27, 2019
9:00am-1:00pm
First Eucharist:
Sunday, April 28, 2019
Mass at 2:00 pm

ADVENT:
First Week--Candle of Promise
Dear heavenly Father, as we begin the Advent season, teach us the true meaning
of Christmas.Each time we light the candle of promise,help us to think about your
promise to send Jesus your Son. Amen.
Second Week-Candle of Light
Dear Father in heaven, you gave the Wise Men a light to
show them the way.They followed that bright star to Jesus the king. Be with us and guide each one of us too.
Amen
Third Week-Candle of Love
Dear Lord, in our excitement of getting ready for Christmas , help us not to forget whose birthday we celebrate.
We know that you love us, and we want to love you.
Help us to show our love for you in our lives. Amen
Fourth Week-Candle of Hope
Dear Father in heaven, we worship the baby Jesus , born in a stable, and we rejoice that he loved us and became our Savior. Now we are hoping for what we
have never seen--life forever with Jesus, our king. Amen.
Excerpted from We Light the Candles
AdvancEd Visit:
I would like to thank all those that helped provide meals and those who
visited with our team. The team also would like to express their gratitude for the
delicious meals.
Our team was very impressed by our commitment to our mission. They
said the students, parents and teachers all spoke to this and it was evident as they
did observations in our classrooms. They also feel we had strong leadership that is
united. They felt that Father John, the faculty and myself worked together to support our mission. They also pointed out that our attendance rate is 96%. This is
high compared to other schools in the state. The team attributed this to our students enjoying their time at SMCS.
We will receive the AdvancEd report in 30 days.The final report will have
findings on items we need to improve and items that need to be addressed. I will
share this with you when I receive it.

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION:
Tomorrow, December 8th is the feast of Immaculate Conception. It is a holy
day of obligation. Remember to fill this obligation by celebrating Mass at the vigil
Friday evening at 6:00 or Saturday morning at 9:00. Saturday evening does not
fulfill your obligation.

BOXTOP
WINNERS!
Congratulations
to 5th grade,
who won the
recent Boxtops
for Education
challenge! Keep
saving them for
the spring
challenge!

Please send
candid photos to
ottingd@saintmatt
hews.org and
maybe you will see
them in the
yearbook!
**Photos used for
the yearbook may
not include any
non-students due
to privacy laws.

ENCHANTED FOREST BOOK FAIR RESULTS:
Thank you to all of our families for helping make our Scholastic “Enchanted Forest" Book Fair a very successful one!
The week before the book fair we collected loose change in the classrooms for the
All For Books Program. Each teacher was able to purchase books for their classroom with what their class collected.
K - $28.37
1 - 24.69
2 - 84.62
3 - 21.48
4 - 45.04
5 - 45.93
6 - 61.96
7 - 22.36
8 - 23.23
ELC PreK - $8.26
The total loose change donations were $365.94. During our sale we had several
generous donations totaling $394.74, that was given at the cash register to be used
for students who didn’t get a new book and to buy books for the library. These
two amounts got added to our sales for the book fair which gave us a grand total of
$5,408.82!!
In addition to the All for Books collection, 34 books totaling $260.00 were purchased for our teachers from their classroom wishlists.
Our school library received $1,234.65 in new books and has earned $1,743.95 in
additional Scholastic Dollars to use in the future.
The 2nd grade class won the Bingo game and earned $20 for Ms. Lobmeyer's classroom. Mason Charvat was the winner of the guessing game (1,115 Skittles were in
the jar and he guessed 1,050) and earned $20.00 in books.
A special thank you to the volunteers who helped set-up on Tuesday and pack-up
on Sunday. Thank you to our teachers for your cooperation and participation in
various book fair events.
On behalf of the teachers and staff at St. Matthew Catholic School, THANK
YOU!!
Debbie Otting

Report your
volunteer hours at:
smcsvolunteers@sain
tmatthews.org Please
note that liturgical
ministries (greeting,
lectoring, etc.) do not
count for volunteer
hours.

CHRISTMAS STORE:
Each year we have a Christmas store that is stocked with donated items…some
new…some gently used….all priced for $1 or under. The store is operated by the
Faith in Action students, Mrs. Lauts and Mrs. O’Shea. It is a place where the students can go and “shop” for you without your help. The kids absolutely love it!
This year the store will be open on December 21. Please send no more than $1-2.
Money collected will be donated to the parish Christmas projects.

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH:
Each year St. Matthew parishioners reach out and adopt parish families who find
themselves struggling to provide for themselves and their families for Christmas.
Each family receives food to help with their Christmas dinner and 2 or 3 gifts for
each member of their household. Food baskets or Dillons certificates are provided
to St. Matthew parishioners who are homebound. How can you help? By taking an
angel tag from the trees in the gathering space (purple angels are special needs requested by each family; pink tags are for generic items that any family could use;
and yellow tags are for the babies and toddlers and their mothers) and shopping
for the item listed and returning the tag and gift to church no later than December
9. If you prefer to donate a gift card, please put the card and the angel tag in an
envelope marked Christmas Outreach and place in the Sunday collection by DECEMBER 9. Please be sure to indicate the value of the gift card.
HELP NEEDED: (These activities will count toward volunteer hours):
 Friday, December 14, 6:30 p.m., prepare food boxes for the families and our
parishioners who are homebound and fruit baskets (for those who have lost a
loved one and whose funeral was held at St. Matthew).
 Sunday, December 16, delivery of the food boxes for the homebound and the
fruit baskets. These will be available after the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Masses. If
you are planning on coming to the December 15, 5 p.m. Mass and would like
to deliver a basket, please call Katy, 267-1029, to make arrangements to pick
one up then.
EDUCONNECT:
Did you know that you can access your children's grades, family directory information and other important items on the EduConnect page of the SMCS website?
Go to http://www.saintmatthews.org/school and look on the right side of the
page. If you don’t know your password, we can look it up for you here at school!
NOTE: Lunch balances are kept on your My School Account, NOT
Educonnect. Please contact Ana Lewin if you need help accessing your
account: lewina@saintmatthews.org or 235.2188

“GOD’S LITTLE GREEN ACRE” SEMINARIAN SUPPORT:
You are invited to join Catholics across the Archdiocese in giving thanks for our
seminarians and showing your support as they study for the priesthood. Farmers
can
donate the proceeds from one acre of their crops, and those who don’t farm but
want to “grow” vocations can make a donation in any amount. Donations will be
divided among our seminarians this Christmas to help them pay for textbooks and
living expenses. They greatly appreciate these gifts since they have no income. For
questions call Melanie at 913-647-0303, email
vocation@archkck.org. Mail donations to: Vocation Office, 12615 Parallel Pkwy,
Kansas City, KS 66109.

MASS TIMES
FOR UPCOMING HOLIDAYS:
• Saturday, December 22 - 4th Sunday
of Advent, 5:00
p.m.
• Sunday, December
23 - 4th Sunday of
Advent, 8:00 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
• Monday, December 24 - Christmas
Eve, 5:00 p.m. &
10:00 p.m.
• Tuesday, December 25 - Christmas
Day, 9:00 a.m.
• Saturday, December 29 - 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday, December
30 - 8:00 a.m. &
10:30 a.m.
• Tuesday, January 1
- Solemnity of Mary,
9:00 a.m.

“Advent is a
journey towards
Bethlehem. May
we let ourselves be
drawn by the light
of God made
man.”
~ Pope Francis

8TH GRADE
DATES:








7th and 8th
grade families Just a reminder
that volunteer
hours can count as
school volunteer
hours OR Confirmation hours, but
not both. Thank
you!
Confirmation
Class 2nd Sunday
of each month,
now through
March and 1st
Sunday in April
from 6:00 - 7:15
p.m. in Parish
Hall. All candidates and their
sponsors must
attend. If the
sponsor cannot
attend, a proxy
may stand in.
Confirmation will
be on Wednesday, February 27
at 7:00 p.m.
There will be a pro
-life rally in late
April or early May.
This will replace
the pro-life forum,
which was typically held in September.

HAYDEN CATHOLIC CONNECTION:
 December 2018 thru May 2019
Any student wanting to visit Hayden and shadow a current Hayden student can
expect the following:
 Tailored visit based on the student’s
interests in academics and activities
 Lunch will be provided (on full
school days)
 Tour of the campus
 Experience a class schedule
 Call Sheri Cafer at 272.5210, ext 100
to schedule.
 Monday, December 25 (Christmas Day) Midnight- Tuition Assistance
and Scholarship Deadline Applications for assistance and scholarships for the
2019-2020 school year are due.
SAVE THE DATES:
 Catholic Schools Week Kickoff Mass- January 26, 2019
 Catholic Schools Week - January 27 - February 2
 Catholic Schools Week Chili/Bingo- February 2
 Enchilada Project Prep - February 22- 23
 Enchilada Rolling -February 28- March 2, 2019.
 6th annual SMCS golf tournament - Friday, April 26, 2010. Rainout date is
Friday, May 10.
 SMCS Jeans Days: December 6, December 13, December 20.
2018-2019 PTO MEETINGS: All meetings are at 6:30 p.m. Attendance
counts toward your volunteer hours! (Faculty representatives attending are
listed to the right.)
 Wednesday, Dec. 5th, 2018, Parish Conference Center: Ms. Baldridge and
Mrs. Spicer
 Thursday, Jan. 10th, 2019, Parish Conference Center: Ms. Lobmeyer, Ms.
Noll, and Ms. Mascarenas
 Wednesday, Feb. 6th, 2019, Parish Conference Center: Mrs. Hunt and Mrs.
Petit
 Wednesday, May 1st, 2019, Parish Conference Center: Ms. Katsbulas
LIONS ATHLETICS UPDATE:
The girls’ basketball A team is in the Championship. Good luck, Lady Lions! The
girls are coached by Mrs. Cruz and Mrs. Lauts. The boys’ basketball team has
started to practice and the Coaches are Darin Scheer for 7th-8th and John Gonzalez for 5th-6th.

SCHOOL DAY OUT CARE
St. Matthew Early Learning Center will offer care for the following days during
Christmas break: December 27-29, January 2-4. Please contact Melissa Meinhardt, ELC director, for more information. elc@saintmatthews.org or 233.1220.
STEWARDSHIP FORMS:
Please make sure you turn in your stewardship forms to the parish office if you
haven’t already done so. Extra copies can be requested from the school office or
http://saintmatthews.org/ under “Parish Documents” on the right side.

BOXTOP FAMILY CHALLENGE COMING IN FEBRUARY 2019:
Have your friends and family save their Box Top for
Education labels for you! The family submitting the
most labels the week of February 4-8, will win $25 a
gift card.

INTERNET POLICIES REVIEW:
We are required by law to hold an annual public hearing of our internet use policies. The school council will review the policies at the January 9 meeting at 7:00
p.m. Please let Mrs. Lein know if you are interested in attending this meeting/
hearing.

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe
Our Lady of Guadalupe,
O dark Madonna of the Americas,
Come again to bring us roses
Of compassion, justice and peace.
In the midst of our winter,
Bestow your love on all those marginalized in
these lands,
And give us your gift to see dignity
In the least of those among us. Amen.
Jane Deren, Education for Justice

BREAKFAST:
All are invited to
BREAKFAST on
December 9 in Parish Hall Sponsored
by the Knights of
Columbus in support of our seminarians and scholarship
projects.

JEANS
DAYS:
December 6,
December 13
and December
20 . Money
collected on
Jeans Days
during
Advent will
be used to
buy gifts and
food for the
family our
school has
adopted for
Christmas.
Please give
generously!

St. MATTHEW PRAYER MINISTRY
December 2018
December’s scripture verse
For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you:
you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Luke 2:11-12
December’s New Requests
That the season of Advent will be an occasion for a deeper personal encounter with Jesus Christ, especially in the
Sacrament of Confession.
For blessings on all families: that the love, unity and example of the Holy Family will overflow to all families and make
them truly happy.
That the birth of the Redeemer may bring peace and hope to all people.
For those who are isolated or lonely during this holy season, may they be consoled by the infant Jesus.
That people, who are involved in the service and transmission of faith, may find in their dialogue with culture,
a language suited to the conditions of the present time.
Existing Requests
That we may pray and provide for those who
have been left homeless by natural disasters.
For an increase in vocations to the priesthood
and to consecrated life. We especially pray for
Father John, parish seminarian Andrew Gaffney,
and David Auten as he goes through the diaconate program. May the Holy Spirit continue to
direct their minds and hearts.
That Christ may guide the minds of those who
govern so as to promote the common good
according to his will.
December Prayer
Oh, My Jesus, I thank You for having lived,
suffered and died for me. I thank You for Your
love. I thank You, Lord, for preparing a place for
me in Heaven where I hope to be happy with
You, and to thank You for all eternity. Amen.

Hayden Highlights
November 30, 2018

Hayden Spotted…

Mrs. Buhler Grand Marshal for the Miracle
on Kansas Avenue parade
Hayden Cheer shows off their spirit at State

2018 All-City Football Team
Daniel Hernandez
All-City Top 11: Daniel Hernandez
All-City Offense: Daniel Hernandez
All-City Defense: Trey Pivarnik and
Andrew Schmidtlein
Honorable Mention: Tegan Abbey, Brady
Bohannon, Diego Carr, Cole Chisham, Kade
Grunert, Cade Pavlik, Mac Piles, Evan Prohaska
and Skyler Specht
Defensive Newcomer of the Year: Will DeVader

Hayden Jazz Band spreads the holiday spirit
at Classic Bean

Hayden Highlights
November 30, 2018

Hayden helps families in need during
Thanksgiving

Hayden students enjoying a snow day
Turkey Bowling 2018

Communities enjoyed turkey bowling during
house time this week. Thank you to all who
participated!
Congratulations to the following:
1st Place - Matthew
2nd Place - John
3rd Place - Luke
4th Place - Mark
Top 3 Houses:
Roach
Arnold
Sutton

Hayden Highlights
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Finals are rapidly approaching
and we want to support your student in
having a great Finals week! To help your
child succeed, the Hayden Community
Captains are selling Finals Care Packages.
All of the money that is raised will go to
supporting the Community System. To order
a care package please fill out the form and
send your payment into the school
Christmas Care Package Order Form. For
questions, please contact Mrs. Schmidt at
schmidtc@haydencatholic.net.

Future Business Leaders of
America is sponsoring a Hat & Mitten Tree in
the school office during the Christmas
season. Everyone is encouraged to bring
new hats/mittens/gloves/scarves of all sizes
to decorate the tree. “Decorations” will then
be donated to the Topeka Rescue Mission.

The 9th Annual Hark! Topeka’s
Christmas Spectacular will be held on Saturday,
December 15 and again benefit TARC
programming and our Hayden Catholic High
Schools Music Department. Tickets start at $60.
Tables are available. Visit www.harktopeka.org

Adopting Families for Christmas
Hayden is adopting families for Christmas from all
Topeka parishes this holiday season. We would
love your help with this! The following items have
been requested: food, toiletries, cleaning
supplies, personal care items, blankets, sheets,
towels, gift cards to Walmart, Dillon’s, etc., and
gently used items (please mark items so we know
where to send them, i.e. girls dress size 4).
Monetary donations are also welcome to
purchase specific items on the families list or for
gift cards to help beyond the Christmas holiday.
Any donation is greatly appreciated. For more
information please contact Ms. Herman
hermana@haydencatholic.net.

Study Hall
Study Hall is offered Tuesday/Thursday 7:00-9:00
PM, Saturdays 8:00 AM - Noon and after school
Monday - Friday 3:10 pm - 4 pm.

Save the Date

Blue & Gold Gala, April 13, 2019

Hayden Highlights
November 30, 2018

Hayden Spirit Store
The Hayden Spirit Store (located in Wildcat Hall)
is open Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:45-4:00
pm. Come shop & show your Hayden Pride!
Please visit the website to place orders at
haydencatholic.org → or shop Hayden Online
Spirit Store - Link

BUSINESS OFFICE
Please remember that the second half
of tuition payments are due December 1st. You
can check your account on myschoolbucks.com.
If you do not see your second tuition invoice,
please call or email Janet Schumacher at
785-272-5210, ext.
104/schumacherj@haydencatholic.net

Athletic Pass

GO WILDCATS! Please contact Mr. Taul, Hayden
Athletic Director, if you are interested in a
2018-2019 Athletic Pass. 785-272-5210, ext.
103/taulb@haydencatholic.net.
Athletic Season Pass 2018-19

SERVICE HOURS PROCESS
Verification Of Service Hours
Student Service Hours - Freshman have a 10 hour
requirement and sophomores - seniors have a 20
hour requirement. If you have any questions,
please contact Mr. Schmitz at 272-5210, ext. 123.
schmitzj@haydencatholic.net.
Verification of Service Hours

Smart Aid
Smart Aid is due December 1st. If you miss the
deadline or need more information, pllease
contact Janet Schumacher at
schumacherj@haydencatholic.net or call at
272-5210, ext. 104. The parent website to create
applications is www.smartaideforparents.com.
The contact number is 800-360-8027.

SUPPORT
Make a Donation
The Hayden Community appreciates our donors!
Thank you for your contributions and support!
The link provided will take you to our page where
you can make a donation. No donation is too
small!
Support Hayden - Link

Hayden Highlights
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Helping Hayden
Please help Hayden by joining Dillons Community
Rewards Program. Sign up, shop then swipe your
Dillons Plus Card.
https://www.dillons.com/account/enrollCommunit
yRewardsNow/

You Shop, Amazon Gives!
Amazon donates 0.5% of your eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to organizations.
AmazonSmile offers the same products, prices
and services. Please support Hayden by
shopping at Amazon Smile.

CLASS OF 2019

Seniors, please remember to fill out
your diploma information and order your cap,
gown, tassel and medal from Herff Jones.
https://highschool.herffjones.com

Attention Class of 2019 and Parents
Senior pictures are due by December 1. Please
view the requirements. Direct all questions to
Mrs. Melissa VanDonge at
vandongem@haydencahtolic.net or 272-5210 x.
113. 2019 Senior Photo Requirements

College Visits
Please remember to fill out a Verification of
College Visit form. The forms are located in the
office or you can print here.
Verification of College Visit.

Hayden Highlights
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IMPORTANT DATES
Mark your calendars…
December 3, No School - School of
Faith/In-Service
December 11, Band Night
December 13, Christmas Concert at White
Concert Hall, 7pm
December 18, 19, 20 - Finals
December 21 - January 2 - No School, Christmas
Break
December 23-27, No practices - KSHSAA rules
January 2, No School - School of Faith/In-Service
2019
January 3, 2019 - Classes Resume
January 21, No School, MLK, Jr. Day
January 26-February 1, Catholic Schools Week
February 1, Early Dismissal - Grandparents Day/
Student Appreciation Day
February 4, NO SCHOOL, School of Faith
February 8, Winter Sports
February 9, Winter Sports Dance
February 13, Parent-Teacher Conferences,
5:30-8:00 pm
February 18, NO SCHOOL, Presidents Day
February 25, Spring Sports Practice Begins
March 4, NO SCHOOL, School of Faith
March 11-15, NO SCHOOL, Spring Break
April 6, Prom
April 12, NO SCHOOL, School of Faith/In-service
April 13, PACE Blue and Gold Gala
April 18-22, NO SCHOOL, Easter Break

May 3, NO SCHOOL, School of Faith/In-service
May 13-14, Senior Finals
May 15, Baccalaureate, 7:00 pm
May 19, Graduation at TPAC, 3:00 pm
May 22-24, Final Exams, Early Dismissal
At-a-Glance 2018-2019
Liturgy

